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And yet he was in great need of money in order to pay part of the hospital expenses for his father who was seriously ill and to support Rachele Guidi whom he had met while she was working in his father's tavern. Donna Rachele, a fine and modest woman of simple tastes, became Mussolini's ' companion' in 1909 or 1910 ; he lived with her, according to Gaudens Megaro, in a common-law union. Some time during the Great War there was a civil marriage, but it was not until Mussolini became Prime Minister in 1922 that there was a religious marriage ceremony.
In October, 1910, Mussolini delivered a fiery speech at the Italian Socialist Congress of Milan. Here he induced his comrades to declare1 that no Italian Socialist could be a Freemason (this strange idiosyncrasy he seems to share with his Nordic colleague, Adolf Hitler) and that no Italian Socialist could tolerate the religious practices of church marriage, baptism and communion, either for himself or for his children. It shows Mussolini's growing popularity that such a resolution